The work described may roughly be separated into two parts, the first of which concerns the revictualment of the entire population of the greater part of Belgium and of Northern France, with the exception of a zone adjoining the firing line, and the second the distribution of relief to the destitute part of that population. Although the whole of the work of the Commission is benevolent in character, the larger part is a series of huge operations of a commercial nature : buying, shipping, and selling, and, in fact, making profits which, together with the gifts of charitable people, provide the necessary means to carry out the purely eleemosynary portion of the general scheme, vast in itself, though smaller as compared with the great operation of revictualment.
Industry becoming paralysed by a blockade which prevents the entry of raw materials upon which the factories are dependent, all means of transit being largely taken over for military purposes, and 
